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Concept Note

Capacity Building for Air Pollution Challenges

Punjab faces air pollution challenge throughout the year. Several factors impact the poor air
guality of the state like stubble burning, infrastructural growth, industries, vehicular growth,
conventional fuel usage for domestic cooking and open burning of waste. Government of
Punjab has been actively working for improving the air quality in the state. However, due to
lack of technical understanding and impact of pollution on health, the challenge of air
pollution still persists.

Building an understanding of the pollution contribution from various sectors, identifying
sustainable solutions, and their successful implementation are crucial for developing proper
strategies. Though, the challenge of crop residue burning is prominent, other sources such as
transportation, industries, waste burning, and construction also needs to be considered to
solve the air pollution problem.

For any policy to be successful, it is critical that there is a wider reach of the problem and its
solution to the masses. Outreach activities on the polluting sectors will create awareness on
the subject. Proactive involvement from various walks of the society (schools, citizen groups,
NGOs, institutions, govt bodies, media house etc.) can help in disseminating the information
on air polluting sources and its solutions. Information shared in a laymen’s language can help
the citizen groups’ understand what is air pollution & its health impacts.

The Centre for Air Pollution Studies (CAPS) at the Center for Study of Science, Technology,
and Policy (CSTEP) with a single aim of solving the pollution problem, is trying to create
awareness among the stakeholders and help in understanding the challenges of air pollution.
CAPS at CSTEP is helping to build capacity of various citizen groups, school children’s, NGOs,
and institutions across Punjab. As part of the series of capacity-building, CAPS is organizing
workshops in five districts of Punjab from 15% to 23™ December 2022.

The event dates are Dec 15" (Mohali), Dec 17t (Bathinda), Dec 19t (Ludhiana), Dec 21
(Hoshiarpur) and Dec 23 (Amritsar). This event will be held between 2:30 PM to 5:00 PM,
and is open to stakeholders from the government, think tanks, farmer groups, academia,
schools, and civil society. The event will strive to disseminate knowledge of air quality issues
pertaining in the state and ways to combat it. The event will also entertain questions from

the audience.
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